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https: //www.interregaurora.eu/about-us/

Interreg Aurora is a European Union Interreg programme focused on cross-

border cooperation from 2021 to 2027. It offers unique opportunities for

collaboration across the northernmost parts of Europe and Sápmi. A key

feature of the programme is its integration with Sápmi and the indigenous

Sámi people. 

https://nordicmusiccreators.com 

Launched in early 2024, Nordic Music Creators (NMC) is a dynamic network 

fostering innovation and collaboration in the Aurora region’s music industry.

NMC brings together a diverse community of music creators, entrepreneurs,

and educational institutions to build a supportive and thriving ecosystem. The

initiative facilitates networking, professional growth, and new creative

opportunities, ensuring that music creators can connect, develop, and excel

together. 
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https://www.interregaurora.eu/approved-projects/nordic-music-creators/

The Interreg Aurora-funded project Nordic Music Creators is a collaborative

initiative designed to strengthen the music industry in the Aurora region. Its

primary goal is to establish a sustainable and dynamic environment for music

creators, entrepreneurs, and educational institutions. By offering mentorship

programs, educational initiatives, webinars, conferences, and cross-border

networking opportunities, the project aims to empower individuals and

organizations in the music sector. Through fostering innovation, knowledge

sharing, and environmental sustainability, Nordic Music Creators seeks to

position the Interreg Aurora programme area as a thriving hub for music and

entrepreneurship, with a strong emphasis on ecological, economic, and social

sustainability. For more details, visit: Interreg Aurora - Nordic Music

Creators 
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Finnmark, Troms, Nordland, Trøndelag, and Innlandet (Elgå
Reinbeitedistrikt).

The project spans across Finland, Sweden, and Norway: 

Finland: Lappi, Pohjois-Pohjanmaa, Keski-Pohjanmaa, Österbotten 
(Pohjanmaa), Etelä-Pohjanmaa, Kainuu, and Pohjois-Karjala. 

Norrbotten, Västerbotten, Västernorrland, Jämtland, and Idre
Sameby (Dalarna). 
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Regions Covered 

Sweden:

Norway: 
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Artist Development

Investment from Major Labels 
The partnership between record companies and artists remains a cornerstone

of the global music industry, driving both creative and commercial success.

Record labels invest $7.1bn annually in A&R and marketing, providing artists

with the resources needed to develop their careers and connect with

audiences worldwide. Innovation is central to the modern record company,

reshaping artist-label collaborations, embracing new technologies, and

expanding opportunities for musicians outside traditional pathways. This

approach fosters diverse projects and enhances fan experiences, ensuring that

music continues to evolve in exciting ways. 

Despite the industry's growth, significant challenges persist, including digital

piracy and streaming fraud. The rise of generative AI has introduced a new

concern, as some developers use music without authorization to create

competing products. These issues threaten the sustainability of the music

ecosystem, requiring record companies to have effective tools and regulatory

support. Addressing these challenges is essential to maintaining a fair and

thriving industry where artists are compensated for their work and can

continue to create music that resonates globally. 

In an increasingly competitive music landscape, the role of record labels in 

supporting artists is more vital than ever. While artists today have numerous

ways to create and distribute music independently, partnering with a record

company remains a strategic choice. Labels provide access to expert teams,

global networks, and promotional support, helping artists break through and

build lasting careers. As the primary investors in music, record companies

continue to empower talent, ensuring that great music reaches audiences in

the most impactful ways. 
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Joakim Johansson

President, Nordics, Universal Music Group

Artists today are multi-talented creative expressionists. They want to share their story

and create their universe on so many different platforms. This could be through their

live shows, their visual identity, movies, and other forms of storytelling. As an industry,

we have responded to this. Today we are working alongside artists on so many more

and different endeavours than we have done historically. 

We see ourselves as a creative enterprise and a funding partner for talent in a whole

new way. It's not just about putting out the music, it's about helping each artist to

create that unique universe, and making sure their story is communicated to the right

people on the right platforms at the right time. It's very exciting, I think, because it's

not just about capturing people's attention for three minutes, it's about bringing

people into the artist’s world. That's what artist development means to us today.

(Joakim Johansson, President, Nordics, Universal Music Group, in IFPI, 2024C,

Music in the EU 2024) 

IFPI (2024A). Global Music Report 2024. Available at:
https://globalmusicreport.ifpi.org  

https://globalmusicreport.ifpi.org/
https://globalmusicreport.ifpi.org/
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Distribution for Independent musicians 
However, many musicians choose to remain independent to maintain full

creative and financial control over their work. Without a record label, they can

decide their artistic direction, release schedules, and branding without

external influence. Financially, independence allows artists to retain ownership

of their masters and a larger share of their earnings from streaming, sales, and

merchandise. With digital distribution platforms like the ones explored below,

independent musicians can release music worldwide without relying on a

label, while social media and crowdfunding platforms provide direct access to

fans for promotion and financial support. 

Remaining independent also means avoiding the pressures and constraints

that come with major label deals, such as meeting commercial expectations or

following industry trends. Artists can experiment with their music, connect

directly with their audience, and build a career on their own terms. While

independence requires handling marketing, financing, and promotion

independently, many artists find the freedom and long-term benefits

outweigh the challenges of not having a label’s backing. 

Music distribution plays a crucial role in the recording industry, with various

types of companies offering distinct services. Here we look at the 5 different

types of distribution partners available to independent artists: 

Independent Distribution Services from Major Distributors 

Independent Distribution Partners 

White-label Distribution Solutions 

Open Distribution Platforms/Aggregators 

Semi-label Distribution Services 

Independent Distribution Services from Major Labels
Major labels operate their own distribution departments, leveraging their

massive catalogues to negotiate directly with Digital Service Providers (DSPs)

like Spotify. This dominance allows them to control a significant portion of the
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industry, with independent labels often relying on major-affiliated distributors.

Some major labels have a partner company which offers independent

distribution services. 

 

Independent Distribution Partners
For top-tier independent artists, independent distribution partners offer an

alternative. Companies like Believe, Idol, and Redeye Worldwide provide

hands-on promotional support, strategic marketing, and digital release

planning, often in exchange for a percentage of royalties. These partnerships

require artists to prove their commercial viability, making them more selective

than open platforms. Although some of these independent companies have

been acquired by majors, several remain key players in the industry, catering

to high- performing independent labels and artists. 

ADA (Warner Music Group): ADA (Alternative Distribution Alliance) is
Warner Music Group’s independent distribution arm, offering services
like global distribution, marketing, and promotion to independent
artists and labels. ADA helps clients reach major DSPs like Spotify and
Apple Music while maintaining creative independence. 

Virgin Music (Universal Music Group): Originally a record label, Virgin
Music now operates as a global independent music distribution and
services company under Universal Music Group. It provides digital and
physical distribution, marketing, and artist development, supporting
independent labels and artists worldwide. 

The Orchard (Sony Music): The Orchard is Sony Music’s independent 
distribution and artist services company. It delivers comprehensive
solutions, including music and video distribution, analytics, and
marketing, enabling independent artists and labels to distribute their
work across digital and physical platforms globally. 

Absolute
https://absolutelabelservices.com

Absolute Label Services offers tailored distribution and marketing
solutions for independent artists and labels, focusing on personalized
strategies to maximize reach and engagement. Their flexible, hands-on
approach makes them a great fit for mid-to-large independent acts and
labels seeking dedicated support without giving up creative control. 

https://absolutelabelservices.com/
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